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Second school resource officer approved for high schools 
 
Woodstock and Woodstock North High 
Schools will each have a school resource 
officer dedicated to their respective schools for 
the 2018-2019 school year. 
  
The Woodstock Community Unit School 
District 200 Board of Education approved a 
Police Liaison agreement with the City of 
Woodstock July 19 to hire two police officers 
for the district’s high school campuses. 
  

 

The Board agreed to pay $112,416 for both officers. The City will pay the remaining salary and benefits. 
  
Previously, the two high schools shared Woodstock Police Officer Josh Rapacz, but the Feb. 14 high 
school shooting tragedy in Parkland, Florida sparked a peaceful demonstration at each District 200 high 
school and at many others around the nation. Meanwhile, District officials re-examined practical measures 
the district could take to improve student safety. 
  
Superintendent Mike Moan first brought the concept of hiring an additional officer to the Board at its April 
10 meeting and the Board approved his request to continue negotiating with City officials. 
  
Woodstock police officer Josh Rapacz’s responsibilities have been shared between the two high schools, 
but Moan said it’s time to add a second officer. 
  
Moan visited both high school campuses following the Parkland tragedy and had several informal 
discussions with students — many of whom brought up the importance of having a police officer on 
campus throughout the school day. 
  
“We want to respond to their safety concerns not only as a public gesture that we share their concerns, but 
because we believe that a school resource officer brings substantial practical benefits that directly impact 
building safety,” Moan said. 
  
Several area school districts employ full-time school resource officers at their high schools including all 
four in neighboring Crystal Lake-based School District 155. The Woodstock North High School community 
is pleased that Rapacz will return to campus, while Officer Matt Prentice, a Woodstock High School 
graduate, will be assigned to his alma mater. 
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District Administrative Services Center move complete 
 
The District 200 headquarters moved into its new office at 2990 Raffel Road on Monday, July 9 with plenty 
of time to adjust prior to the first day of school on Aug. 16. 

 
The former Woodstock Community Unit School District 
Administrative Services Center on Judd Street shut its 
doors Thursday, June 28 following the March sale of 
the building as a means to consolidate facilities and 
save taxpayer funds. 
  
Space inside Woodstock North High School was 
redesigned to house about two dozen District 200 
employees including the superintendent, and business 
offices, among others. The new district office is self-
contained with a separate entrance near the school 
auditorium that is secure from the high school campus. 
 

Superintendent Mike Moan credited staff, particularly Ken Roiland, director of buildings and grounds, for 
the nearly seamless transition that took place around the July 4 holiday. 
 
“Ken and his staff did a great job getting it ready in a short period of time,” Moan told the Board  
of Education. 
 
The Board approved the $490,000 sale of the administration building in March to MBI Staffing, LLC. 
District officials that about $150,000 from the proceeds of that sale would be used to convert the space at 
Woodstock North. 
  
The Board also ended a lease for an administrative annex building in September 2017 creating an annual 
savings of about $66,000. The annual operating and maintenance cost savings to the District by relocating 
administrative offices is also about $66,000. The combination of ending the annex lease and selling the 
administrative building will save taxpayers about $132,000 each year. 
 

 
 
Board agrees to terms for Woodstock Enterprise Zone 
 
The District 200 Board of Education demonstrated good faith toward Woodstock’s economic future on July 
17, but cautioned against a proposed tax increment financing (TIF) district that they believe could be 
detrimental to both students and District taxpayers. 

  
The Board discussed two separate matters being considered by the Woodstock City Council: The creation 
of a Woodstock Enterprise Zone and the establishment of a TIF district across a wide swath of the City 
that includes potential residential development. 

  
 
 
 
 



 
 
After some discussion, the Board voted in favor of the enterprise zone. But while the items were separate 
on the agenda, discussion of the enterprise zone and the TIF district sometimes intertwined. Board 
President Carl Gilmore said he was concerned that the District was agreeing to a reduction in taxes within 
the enterprise zone while risking much more with the TIF district. 

  
Superintendent Mike Moan also said the District is in favor of business growth for many reasons, 
particularly to widen the tax base to reduce property tax burdens on homeowners. Moan, who proposed 
that the Board support the enterprise zone, stressed the stark differences between the City proposals. 

  
“One is something the Board has some control over, the other is something that could be imposed on us,” 
Moan said. 

  
With the six-year enterprise zone, the Board agreed to reduce the increase in equalized assessed 
evaluation by 50 percent for the first three years and by 35 percent for the remaining three years. Also,  
the enterprise zone is only for commercial or industrial development and contains no plans for  
residential units. 

  
“To me, the enterprise zone isn’t about bringing people here, it’s about bringing business,” Moan said. 
“That’s a long-term benefit for our taxpayers.” 

  
But the proposed TIF district, an economic incentive tool municipalities sometimes use to attract 
development in blighted areas, would freeze property taxes at their current rate for 23 years. Woodstock 
Community Unit School District 200, which depends on property taxes for about 70 percent of its budget, 
would get no increased revenue from new development for more than two decades. 

  
One particular concern for District officials and the Board is that if the TIF district includes residential 
development as proposed, it could bring more students into schools without bringing in any revenue to pay 
for additional teachers the District would need to hire. 

  
“Theoretically, new people could move in and put their kids through our schools without putting a dime into 
our school district,” Gilmore said. 

  
Board Member Bruce Farris said he could not support a TIF district because of the burden placed on other 
taxing bodies including Woodstock District 200, and that the District does not have the option to take 
measures such as increasing the sales tax to make up for lost revenue, which the City of Woodstock  
has done. 
 
Moan said that while he has confidence that current City staff and leaders are thoughtful about the 
District’s needs, the importance of successful schools as well as the City’s economic future, circumstances 
and leadership could change several times over a 23-year period. 

  
While the Board took no formal position on the TIF district, Board Member John Parisi summed up what 
he and other some board members and school officials had expressed about the negative impacts that a 
TIF could have on the taxpayers who live within School District boundaries now. 

  
 
 
 



 
 
Property taxes from current District 200 taxpayers residing outside of the TIF would have to make up the 
difference for the increased costs from any new students who came from within the TIF. 

  
“We’re being told by existing residents that we need to do something about property taxes. As an existing 
resident, I agree,” Parisi said noting his concerns. 

  
The Board may vote on a resolution regarding the TIF at some point, but the decision to create the TIF 
rests with the Woodstock City Council. City officials expect to hold public hearings regarding the TIF 
proposal in October. 
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